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Marlboro

Wireless Upgrade Allows District to Expand 
its Use of Electronic Devices and Platforms

The Marlboro Central School District has made 
tremendous strides in technology this year, 

thanks to an $80,000 allocation from the Board of 
Education and a $41,000 legislative grant secured 
by Senator William Larkin. The funding has been 
used to commission a wireless system upgrade as 
well as purchase 128 Google Chomebooks for the 
Middle School and High School. 

According to Assistant Superintendent for 
Technology and Personnel Michael Bakatsias, 
both schools will be given two “mobile 
computer lab” carts, which can be signed out 
by a teacher. Each cart will be equipped with 32 
Chromebooks. “This will allow students to have 

access to computers right in their classrooms 
rather than having to go to a computer lab,” said 
Bakatsias, explaining that the devices can be 
used to help amplify a particular lesson that the 
students are studying.

The Chromebooks will also give Marlboro 
students more access to their personal Gmail 
accounts and Google Drive folders, which allow 
documents to be shared electronically at any time. 
In addition, they will give teachers the opportunity 
to expand their use of Google Classroom, a 
platform that helps facilitate communication 

Continued on page 2

Refinancing of Debt Leads 
to Significant Savings

The District recently received some good 
financial news from Director of Business 

and Finance Patrick Witherow.
“We’re always looking at opportunities 

to refinance and achieve savings,” Witherow 
began. “A few months ago we determined 
that the market was good to refinance 
about $22 million worth of outstanding 
debt from a 2006 Elementary School 
renovation project.”

It was anticipated that doing so would 
save the District approximately $850,000 
in interest costs but a delay in the sale 
of its bonds increased the actual savings 
total to $1.8 million. “It worked out great,” 
Witherow said. “That’s an average of 
$150,000 a year.”

According to Witherow, the “found” 
money will allow the District to offset some 
of its annual rollover growth and give it 
the potential to introduce other budget 
initiatives at a zero percent increase.

“This will essentially help us to continue 
to fund our operations in the face of a very 
restrictive economic environment,” he said.

Marlboro Elementary School Kindergarten teacher Nicole Clark helps 
Carson Sullivan complete his ELA “quest” using eSpark on his iPad.

Kindergarten Students 
Learn through eSpark
Story and photos, page 3

Students in Marissa Rantinella’s English 9 Honors class 
at Marlboro High School use laptop computers and Google 
Classroom to work collaboratively on an assignment. The 
school will be receiving brand new Chromebooks this winter.   

Marlboro High School English teacher Marissa Rantinella 
guides Grade 9 students Nicholas DeQuarto, Giovanni 
Tamburri, and Thomas Wakley as they work on a group 
assignment using a shared document on Google Classroom. 
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between themselves and their students. 
“The use of things like Google Classroom and Google 

Drive helps students stay organized with immediate access 
to all the materials and assignments they need,” explained 
Marlboro High School Principal Ryan Lawler. Students 
can turn in their work using the “share” feature on these 
platforms, and teachers can track progress or give students 
feedback as needed. 

Teachers can also make announcements or ask questions 
through email or document features in Google Classroom, 
and students can communicate with each other, which can be 
helpful when completing group assignments.

Lawler says these advances will help make students more 
college and career ready. “It is our responsibility to prepare 
students for the demands of college and the workforce,” he 
said. “As students enter the workforce and college, they are 
expected to understand how to navigate the digital work 
environment. These devices and platforms are helping them 
do just that.”

Use of the new Chromebooks and other electronic 
devices is being made possible by a wireless system upgrade 
completed in December. According to technical support staff 
member Ricky Wheeler, the upgrade tied the wireless systems 
at each school building together, allowing all devices to 
connect quickly and more easily to one District-wide network. 

“We needed to have the right infrastructure in place 
so that as the Chromebooks and other new devices are 
introduced, they will be able to connect and be supported,” 
Wheeler explained.

for Marlboro, often bringing his children 
to the area to pick apples in the fall. “It’s 
a wonderful community and the school 
district had a strong reputation,” he said. “I 
had a feeling it would be a good fit.”

While Brooks admits he was well aware 
of the economic challenges Marlboro faced 
in recent years, he believed the students 
and the community were ready to move 
past that negative image and bring their 
attention back to academics. “It’s time to 
focus on what is the future, not what was 
the past,” he said.

Now, after receiving a positive report 
from an external auditor, Brooks says the 
District is ready to do just that. “All of the 
planets are aligned,” he said. “We are in a 
strong fiscal state. We’re ready to launch.”

Brooks explained that one of his 
biggest priorities moving forward will 
be finding ways to expand the District’s 
academic program while carefully 
balancing the needs of the community. 
“I want more for our kids,” he said. “I want 
to grow our program back to levels seen 
in the past, but we need to do so in a way 
that’s economically stable and respectful of 
taxpayers’ limits.”

Brooks says he has already begun 
seeking input from administrators and 
principals to formulate a budget to present 
to the school board in February. In addition 
to strengthening academic programs, he’s 
hoping to be able to expand “add-ons” like 
extracurricular clubs, activities, sports, and 
music, to help Marlboro students become 
more well rounded.

“Things are stable right now,” he said. 
“I want to take a cautious approach to 
growing a program that is sustainable. 
That’s what our kids deserve.” 

Superintendent:  
Marlboro is  

Ready to Launch

Marlboro Central School District 
Superintendent Michael Brooks 

has been at the job more than six 
months now and he’s continuing to 
make an effort to get to know the 
school community and share his goal of 
supporting what he calls the “Three A’s:” 
academics, athletics, and the arts.

“I try to get into the school buildings 
at least two or three times a week,” he 
said. “The staff has been wonderful and 
what the kids are doing is fantastic. I’m 
very impressed by what I’ve seen.”

Brooks grew up in Cornwall and, after 
graduating from Cornwall High School, 
went on to attain his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Elementary and Middle School 
Education from SUNY Oswego. He also 
holds a master’s degree in Earth Science 
from SUNY New Paltz. 

Brooks began his educational 
career in 1989 as a science teacher at 
Washingtonville Middle School, where 
he worked for 11 years. During that time, 
he married his wife, Judy, and had two 
daughters—MacKenzie, who is now a 
junior in college, and Emily, who is a 
senior in high school.

Brooks eventually accepted a 
job as assistant principal of Cornwall 
High School and later served as the 
building’s principal. He was most 
recently employed as the assistant 
superintendent for instruction for 
the Cornwall Central School District, 
and was in charge of academic 
programs, technology, and professional 
development. 

According to Brooks, the decision 
to accept the superintendent position 
back in April was an easy one to make. 
He says he has always had an affinity 

Marissa Mylie and Megan Greiner, students in Marissa Rantinella’s 
English 9 Honors class at Marlboro High School, work collaboratively 
on an assignment using Google Classroom.

Marlboro High School Grade 9 students Jennifer Galanin and 
Maya Greco complete an in-class assignment using laptop 
computers and Google Classroom. The school will be receiving 
brand new Chromebooks this winter.
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Kindergarten Students 
Learn through eSpark

Kindergarten students at Marlboro Elementary 
School (MES) can now access personalized 

learning plans right at their fingertips thanks to an 
exciting new iPad app called eSpark.

According to MES Principal Marie Toombs, 
students can log in to eSpark to complete 
self-paced learning plans which are made up 
of curated apps, videos, and quizzes that are 
aligned to Common Core Learning Standards and 
personalized for their unique academic needs. 
Toombs says she began looking into eSpark 
last year and decided to launch the program in 
November after five District iPads were redeployed 
to each Kindergarten classroom.

“We knew it was something we wanted to 
implement at the Kindergarten level,” she said. 
“The program gives our young students the 
opportunity to target Common Core Learning 
Standards while also learning about iPads 
and becoming experienced with technology 
integration.”

eSpark programs can cover both ELA and math, 
but at this time, MES is using the app specifically 
for ELA.

“eSpark has taken the initiative to scour the 
vast amount of apps and videos available on 
the iPad to find the most engaging, challenging, 
and developmentally appropriate ones to meet 
students’ needs,” said MES Kindergarten teacher 
Nicole Clark, explaining that the individualized 
curriculums were built using results from 
September’s STAR assessments and are 
based on each student’s strengths and 
weaknesses.

Right now, eSpark is being utilized 
at teacher-run centers. As the rest of the 
class works on separate assignments, 
Clark facilitates an eSpark group of around 
five students. “It’s our hope that the kids 
will eventually be able to use eSpark 
independently,” she said.

Once they are logged in to eSpark, 
the students work to 
complete “quests.” Each 
quest covers a specific 
skill and is made up of 
educational videos and 
rigorous challenges 
designed to get them 
to practice that skill. 
Upon completion, the 
student is asked a few 
questions to see that 
they have reached 
grade-level proficiency. 
They then record a short 
video of themselves 

demonstrating what they learned.
Clark says eSpark has opened her eyes to how 

effective learning through the iPad can be. “I am 
excited to be utilizing the iPads in such a meaningful 
way,” she said. “It has been very exciting to see the 
kids motivated to learn through eSpark.”

Clark adds that her favorite thing has been 
hearing her students make connections between 
what is being taught in class and what they are 
learning on their quest. “Being able to make that 
connection is a true demonstration of not only the 
fact that the kids are building concrete skills, but 
also of the effectiveness of this program,” she said. 
“I hope we can continue to utilize the program and 
expand it to other grade levels.”

Toombs said she is pleased with how well 
eSpark has been received. “It’s an exciting program 
for our teachers and it’s very user-friendly for our 
students,” she said. “Right now we’re treating it as 
a pilot program but if it looks promising—and so 
far it certainly does—it’s something we’d like to 
continue to next year.”

Marlboro Elementary School Kindergarten teacher Nicole 
Clark helps Gianna Liano record a video explaining what 
she learned after completing her eSpark “quest.”

Jonathan Vargas (left) and 
Carson Sullivan, students in 
Nicole Clark’s Kindergarten 
class at Marlboro Elementary 
School, learn independently 
using eSpark on their iPads.

Marlboro Elementary School Kindergarten students 
Kayleen Lebron (left) and Gianna Watts use eSpark on 
their iPads to help hone their ELA skills.

Middle School Helps 
Local Families in Need

This past Thanksgiving, Marlboro 
Middle School (MMS) students and 

staff joined together to donate 22 food 
baskets to local families in need.

MMS Social Worker Lisa Filocco was 
in charge of the donation drive and said 
money was raised by holding a dress-
down day, where staff members could 
donate $5 to wear casual attire to school. 
“We also put out an all-call, text, and 
email to MMS families, asking them to 
contribute their homeroom’s identified 
food item for the baskets and asked 
students and parents to bring food items 
to the school dance,” Filocco explained.

In addition, the MMS PTA donated 
money for the plastic bins the food 
was packed in, and local businesses, 
including Hannaford, Marlo’s Pizzeria, 
Brooklyn Bottling, Frida’s Bakery, Valley 
Diner, Comparetto Bakery, and Haven 
Coffee, all contributed various items.

According to Filocco, each family 
received a 30-gallon tote filled with a 
turkey, potatoes, stuffing, cranberry 
sauce, gravy, vegetables, soup, beans, 
pasta, pie, dinner rolls, milk, butter, and 
a case of seltzer or soda. 

Let’s hope this is a Thanksgiving 
tradition that never goes away!

District Reaps Benefits of 
Switching to New Bus Company

The Marlboro Central School District is 
continuing to enjoy the benefits that 

have come from entering into a contract with 
a new transportation vendor late last year. 

In addition to saving the District 
approximately $95,000 a year, the new 
five-year contract with Quality Bus Service 
means having access to buses that are each 
equipped with GPS devices and security 
cameras. The bus company even employs 
a part-time safety manager who provides 
services for the District.

Marlboro’s Director of Business and 
Finance Patrick Witherow is also pleased that 
Quality Bus Service purchased the old George 
M. Carroll garage on Route 9W in the Town of 
Newburgh and made significant renovations 
to the parking lot and garage. 

“It means they have made an investment 
in the area,” Witherow says of the company, 
which operates other dispatch terminals in 
Sparrowbush and Goshen.
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Members of the Marlboro 
Middle School (MMS) Select 

Chorus brought some holiday 
cheer to local families while also 
raising money for the MMS music 
program when they hosted their 
third annual Book Fair at Barnes  
& Noble in Newburgh on 
November 21.

During the event, the students 
sang holiday songs and helped 
children write letters to Santa. 
They also colored, made crafts, 
and played musical bingo. 
Families in attendance could 
purchase Cheesecake Factory 
cheesecakes or products from 
Starbucks, with a portion of all 
sales going to the music program 
at MMS. 

The Select Chorus would like 
to thank everyone who came out 
to support the event. With their 
help, they were able to raise more 
than $1,000 for the MMS music 
program.

Members of the Marlboro Middle School Select 
Chorus perform during a Barnes & Noble Book 
Fair on November 21. 

Photos by Stephanie Hu.

Members of the Marlboro Middle School 
Select Chorus lead a craft project with children 
who attended a Barnes & Noble Book Fair on 
November 21. 

Elementary Students Help Bring  
Holiday Cheer to Local Seniors

Students in Michelle Mylie’s Grade 1 class and Frank Taddeo’s Grade 3 class at 
Marlboro Elementary School have worked cooperatively as Reading Buddies 

over the past several years. This winter, the classes teamed up to create holiday 
decorations for the residents at Wingate at Ulster, an independent/assisted 
living facility in Highland. According to Mylie, the activity brought the students 
together and helped brighten the spirits of the senior residents.  

(From l.-r.): Marlboro Elementary School Grade 1 students Billy 
Williams, Jonathan Jimenez, Chris Ruiz, and Cameron Bell display 
the holiday decorations they made for residents of Wingate at Ulster.

Select Chorus Hosts Holiday 
Celebration at Barnes & Noble

Marlboro Elementary School students engage in a hands-on 
activity during S.T.E.A.M. Night on November 18. The event 
promoted learning skills in science, technology, engineering, art, 
and math.

Marlboro Elementary 
School Celebrates  
S.T.E.A.M. Night

More than one hundred Marlboro Elementary 
School (MES) students and their families 

attended Marlboro Central School District’s S.T.E.A.M. 
Night on November 18. During the event, the students 
participated in hands-on activities and experiments 
that taught them about current themes in science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math. 

Organized by Robin Hecht, Marlboro’s Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction, and Carol Rink, Professor 
of Education at Marist College, this fun and educational 
event gave students the opportunity to investigate, 
build, and explore with student teachers from Marist 
College.  

Students were observed taking on the role of 
architects as they assembled structures and geometric 
figures that could withstand hurricanes and tornadoes. 
They also tested boat and car designs in a wind race 
for speed and accuracy, constructed devices that would 
best feed birds in various habitats, learned about matter 
through the building and acceleration of cardboard cars, 
discussed how to keep the earth clean for animals and 
humans, experimented with solar energy, and created 
electric cars out of toothbrushes.

Hecht, Marlboro Central School District 
Superintendent Michael Brooks, MES Principal Marie 
Toombs, Board of Education member Joann Reed, and 
Marist College Dean of Education Edward Sullivan 
were all on hand for this special event and witnessed 
each student receive a certificate of participation from 
Marist College at its conclusion.

“A huge thank-you to Carol Rink and her Marist 
students for all the hard work they did to prepare for 
the night,” said Toombs. “A fun and engaging night was 
had by all.”
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Community Comes Together  
to Support District’s  
Backpack Program

Winter is a time for giving, a time for helping 
others, and a time to be thankful, and the 

Marlboro Youth Football Organization proved just 
that through its recent support of the Marlboro 
Central School District’s Backpack Program.

Each year, during their annual banquet, all 
of the players and cheerleaders involved in the 
organization receive brand new black and orange 
backpacks, inscribed with the Marlboro Dukes 
logo. This year, the organization purchased extra 
bags so they could be given to the District’s 
Backpack Program, which helps local families in 
need.

Marlboro’s Backpack Program was implemented 
several years ago by Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction Robin Hecht. Each week, participating 
students receive a backpack filled with food so they 
have enough to eat during the weekend. Students 
return their backpacks to school to be refilled and 
returned to them on the following Friday. 

“The backpacks that the students had been 
using were old and worn out,” explained Hecht. 
“This generous donation allowed them to have 
new, Marlboro Dukes-inspired backpacks.”

The giving didn’t stop there. The Marlboro 
Youth Football Organization, with help from its 
officers Tommy Corcoran and John and Penny 
Cashman, also donated food and beverages to 
the Backpack Program. Additionally, Marlboro 
High School seniors Michael DeSantis and Tommy 
McLaughlin chipped in by organizing a food 
drive as part of their independent service project 
required by their membership in the National 
Honor Society. All of the food they collected went 
to the Backpack Program.

“Many families’ hearts were warmed by these 
generous gifts of kindness,” Hecht said.

This year, Grade 7 students at Marlboro Middle 
School (MMS) got to have some fun while putting 

their knowledge of the scientific method to the test 
when they completed Experimental Design Projects for 
science teacher Erin Nagel.

The students were asked to choose a topic for 
their projects back in September, after learning how 
scientists use the scientific method to ask and answer 
scientific questions by making observations and doing 
experiments.

“The students had to come up with a problem they 
wanted to solve or a question they wanted to test,” 
explained Nagel, adding that they spent the next few 
weeks doing background research, constructing a 
hypothesis, and testing that hypothesis by performing 
an experiment. 

Student experiments covered a wide range of 
questions/topics, including, “What size soccer ball goes 
the farthest when kicked?” “Do different dish soaps 
make the same amount of suds?” and “Can you taste the 
colors of the rainbow?”

When the students’ experiments were complete, 
they were asked to analyze their data, draw a 
conclusion, and communicate their results to the rest 
of the class. Later, a few presented their findings to the 
Marlboro Central School District Board of Education.

Nagel says her class enjoyed working on the 
Experimental Design Projects, which were about more 
than just science. 

“We’re trying to teach our students to be more 
thoughtful and to think critically about their 
surroundings,” she said. “It is very beneficial for them to 
learn how to solve a problem by going through steps, 
not just in science but in all aspects of their lives.”

The Grade 7 students will spend the second half of 
the school year learning about more scientific principles 
and will soon design another experiment to see how 
much they’ve grown.

Marlboro Middle School Grade 7 students from Erin Nagel’s science 
class show off their Experimental Design Projects. From l.-r.: Rebecca 
Baker, Lauren Roberts, Sarah Mackey, Emma Repke, and Ben Gephard.

Emma Repke’s Experimental Design 
Project tested whether or not 
different dish soaps made the same 
amount of suds.

Ben Gephard’s project attempted to 
answer the question: what size soccer 
ball goes the farthest when kicked? 

Marlboro High School (MHS) National Honor Society 
(NHS) members Michael DeSantis (right) and Tommy 
McLaughlin (center), display the food and beverages that 
were collected for the Marlboro Central School District’s 
Backpack Program. Also pictured is MHS special education 
teacher and NHS advisor Janice DeQuarto.

Young Scientists Thrive at Marlboro Middle School
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Marlboro Bus Driver  
Honored for His Service

The New York School Bus Contractors 
Association (NYSBCA) presented its 2015 

industry safety and service awards this past 
October and among their honorees was Marlboro 
Central School District bus driver Kevin Darcy, 
an employee of Quality Bus Service.

Darcy, a retired fire chief, received NYSBCA’s 
On-Road Heart of the Industry Award, which 
honors an industry employee who, through the 
course of his or her job performance, demonstrates 
a deep commitment to improving other people’s 
lives, and who has gone above and beyond to 
accomplish that goal.

“The recipients of these awards represent the 
best of what our industry has to offer and their 
dedication and commitment to safe, reliable, 
and cost-effective private pupil transportation is 
truly inspiring,” said Mike Martucci, NYSBCA 
president and owner of Quality Bus Service.

Carl Consolo, Assistant Manager of the 
Quality Bus Service’s Marlboro Terminal, 
offered heartfelt congratulations on behalf of 
himself and Darcy’s coworkers. “We are all very 
proud of Kevin,” Consolo said.

Marlboro High School (MHS) student Daniel 
Marro (right) was recently granted the honor 
of participating in the New York State School 
Music Association (NYSSMA) All-State Winter 
Conference in Rochester, NY. Daniel played with 
the Symphonic Band, which performed in Kodak 
Hall at the Eastman Theatre on December 6. 
Daniel was seated fourth out of 16 of the best 
flute players in New York State. He is pictured 
here with MHS music teacher Dr. Jason Orsen.

Congratulations to Marlboro Middle 
School (MMS) Grade 7 student Briana 

Bernicker and Marlboro Elementary School 
(MES) Grade 4 student Harrison Solomon, 
who won first place in their schools’ 
respective Spelling Bees, held on  
December 10. Briana won by correctly 
spelling the word pharaoh, while Harrison 
claimed victory after his perfect spelling of 
the word contentious.

Earning other top prizes were MMS 
Grade 8 student Alexa Bernicker (Briana’s 
older sister), who took second place in the 
competition, and Grade 6 student Kevin 
DeSantis, who won third. Over at MES, 
Grade 5 student Reese Shuta won second 
place and Grade 5 student Jack Schlagler 
placed third.

A total of 56 students in Grades 4-5 
competed in the District-level Spelling Bees, 
which were sponsored by the Marlboro 
Central School District REACH Program. To 
qualify, students from both schools had to 
score well on a written exam and complete 
practice sessions.

The main events were organized by 
Marlboro’s Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction Robin Hecht, with assistance 

Marlboro’s Top Spellers  
Advance to Regional Bee

Marlboro Middle School’s Spelling Bee winners (front row, l.-r.) Kevin DeSantis, 3rd place; Alexa Bernicker, 
2nd place; and Briana Bernicker, 1st place, pose with the event’s coordinators and judges.

(From l.-r.): Marlboro Elementary School’s Spelling 
Bee winners Reese Shuta, 2nd place; Harrison 
Solomon, 1st place; and Jack Schlagler, 3rd place.

from MMS English teacher Alicia Hudak 
and Marlboro High School Media Specialist 
Robin Amer. Judges included Board of 
Education members JoAnn Reed and Jeff 
Walker, Principals Debra Clinton and Marie 
Toombs, and Assistant Superintendent for 
Technology and Personnel Michael Bakatsias. 

The first place winners went on to 
compete in the Scripps Capital Region 
Spelling Bee, held in Schenectady, New York, 
on February 2.

Marlboro Central School District bus driver Kevin Darcy 
(right), a driver for Quality Bus Service, receives his 
Heart of Industry Award from New York School Bus 
Contractors Association President and Quality Bus 
Service Owner Mike Martucci.
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Marlboro High School 
Students ‘Flipping’ 

Over New Teaching Method

When Marlboro High School math 
teacher Donna Schoonmaker attended 

a “Flip Your Classroom” workshop at Ulster 
BOCES last year, something clicked.

“I thought, ‘this is something I should be 
doing,’” Schoonmaker said. Not long after, 
she began implementing the innovative new 
teaching method in her Algebra 1 class.

Pioneered by educators and authors 
Jonathan Bergmann and Aaron Sams, flipped 
learning uses the power of technology to 
reverse the traditional classroom model.

Students watch short video lectures 

In what has become an annual tradition at 
Marlboro High School (MHS), a Remembrance 

Ceremony was once again held to mark the 
anniversary of the attacks on Pearl Harbor. The event 
took place in the MHS auditorium on December 3, 
and was attended by students, staff, and veterans.

In his opening remarks, MHS Assistant Principal 
Bruce Cortalano called to mind the event’s original 
founder and longtime organizer, John Igo. Igo was 
a military veteran and former MHS teacher who 
passed away last year. “I made a promise to John that 
as long as we are here, we would continue holding 
this program,” Cortalano said. “Today, I’m keeping 
that promise.”

After a moment of silence, MHS students Gabby 
Festa, Faith Welker, Carolyn Ludwigson, and Kaitlyn 
Longo sang the National Anthem. Then, MHS student 
Chris Schlappich recited Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Day 
of Infamy” speech, Bryanna Mazzella read “Freedom 
is not Free” by Kelly Strong, and Faith Welker read 
“Requiem” by Robert Lewis Stevenson. 

The event’s guest speaker was Major Alphonso 
Savage, who relayed a brief history of the attacks 

on Pearl Harbor. 
Assemblyman Frank 
Skartados was also 
on hand to convey his 
appreciation to the 
veterans for continuing 
to defend this country’s 
democratic values.

The event was full 
of ceremonial rituals, 
including the recognition 
of branches of service, a 
tolling of the bells, a floral 
tribute, and the playing of 
“Taps” by MHS students 
Nickolas Lofaro and Nicholas Mackey.

In his closing remarks, MHS Principal Ryan Lawler 
reminded the students why events like these are 
important. “The reason we’re here today is because 
of the men and women who are seated here with 
you,” he said. “Our way of life is possible because of 
the sacrifices they made. Please, if you have a chance 
to thank a veteran, thank a veteran.”

Jamel Pauletta, a Grade 9 student in Donna 
Schoonamaker’s Algebra 1 class at Marlboro High 
School, works on a problem independently during a 
“flipped” lesson.

on their computers or smartphones as 
homework, and then spend their class time 
mastering concepts with guidance and 
support from their teachers. 

Schoonmaker says that the flipped 
learning model enables her to tailor her 
lessons to better meet the needs of her  
Grade 9 students. The young mathematicians 
can watch the video “homework” at their 
own speed, pausing, fast-forwarding, and 
rewinding when necessary. During class, 
students are working in groups rather 
than sitting in rows, which encourages 
engagement and allows Schoonmaker to more 
easily discern who is grasping the work and 
who might be in need of extra help. 

While Schoonmaker admits that this new 
teaching method can be time consuming—she 
is responsible for recording her own video 
lessons or finding suitable ones online—she 
feels the benefits have been overwhelming. 

“I didn’t feel as though my students were 
getting much out of traditional homework,” 
she said. “They were either getting stuck and 
giving up or simply copying off of each other 
before turning it in. Now, because they are 
working on the problems during class, they 
can ask for help if they need it, either from 
their peers or myself. The work has become 
much more meaningful.”

Schoonmaker’s students are excited about 
flipped learning and are encouraging her to 
stick with it rather than returning to more 
traditional methods. 

“I like the flipped classroom better than 
the traditional classroom because I can 
interact with Ms. Schoonmaker more,” said 
Grade 9 student Cameron Ortiz.

“I like the flipped classroom because I 
can collaborate with my teacher and peers,” 
added Grade 9 student Jamel Pauletta.

For Schoonmaker, potential proof of the 
new teaching method’s effectiveness could 
come later this year. “I’m looking forward to 
seeing the results of my students’ assessments 
to see how they did,” she said.

Marlboro High School Algebra 1 teacher Donna 
Schoonmaker assists Grade 9 student Alyssah 
Hollingsworth during a “flipped” lesson.

High School Remembrance Ceremony 
Marks Anniversary of Pearl Harbor

Marlboro High School students sing 
the National Anthem at the start of the 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Ceremony 
on December 3.

Guest speaker Major Alphonso Savage 
relays a brief history of the Pearl 
Harbor attacks.

Local veteran Norman 
Sivertsen, Jr. salutes 
during the Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Ceremony, 
held at Marlboro High 
School on December 3.
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CONNECT WITH US!
Stay informed about all the things 
happening in the Marlboro Central 
School District by taking advantage of 
our new website features and keeping 
up with us on social media. 

“Like” the District on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/
marlborocentralschooldistrict  

“Follow” us on Twitter @marlborosd

Sign up for the schoolTool Parent 
Portal to have access to valuable 
student management data:

 grades
 attendance 
 schedules
 …and more!

To log in or register, visit the Parents 
tab at marlboroschools.org and click 
“Parent Portal.” 

 Get emergency notifications or 
general updates through our 
Marlboro Alerts auto-notification 
system. Sign in today to check that 
your contact information is current 
and manage your notification 
settings. Access to this, and other 
communication platforms, can be 
found at marlboroschools.org.

If you have any questions, or need 
more information, call us at  
845-236-8000, ext. 1300.

Non-Discrimination Statement of Marlboro Schools: Marlboro 
Schools offers equal educational and employment opportunities, 
including career and technical education opportunities, without 
regard to age, religion, race, creed, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, marital status, military status, sexual orientation, 
predisposing genetic characteristics, as defined by New York 
State Human Rights Law. The MCSD prohibits discrimination and 
harassment of students on the basis of actual or perceived race, 
color, weight, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious practice, 
disability, sex, sexual orientation or gender (including gender identity 
and expression) as defined in the New York State Dignity for All 
Students Act. Direct all inquiries or complaints regarding the MCSD’s 
nondiscrimination policies may be directed to the Title IX Complaint 
Officer, M. Bakatsias, MCSD, 21 Milton Tpke, Milton, NY 12547, 
(845)236-4639. The District Officer will provide information, including 
policies and complaint procedures, to any citizen, student or 
employee who feels that s/he or her/his rights under Title VI, VII, IX/
EEO, Section 504/Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) have been 
violated by the MCSD or its officials.

Breaking the Cycle: High School Assembly
Promotes Forgiveness, Peaceful Conflict Resolution

Hashim Garrett will never forget the 
day in 1990 when he was hit by a hail 

of bullets, paralyzed, and left for dead on a 
Brooklyn street. But that doesn’t mean that 
he hasn’t forgiven his assailant. Mr. Garrett, 
a former gang member-turned motivational 
speaker, visited Marlboro High School 
(MHS) on December 8 to share his poignant, 
personal story of violence—and most 
importantly, his journey to forgiveness. 

Garrett was just one of several featured 
speakers at an assembly sponsored 
by Breaking the Cycle, an organization 
devoted to stemming the nationwide 
problem of youth violence. Also addressing 
the students were Pastor Johann Christoph 
Arnold, a lifelong peacemaker who marched 
with Martin Luther King, Jr.; Ann Marie D’Aliso, a grieving mother who spoke about 
suicide prevention and recovery through forgiveness; and Charles Williams, a former 
Chief of Police who spoke about the healing effect that forgiving an alcoholic parent had 
on his own life.  

Garrett, who walked to the microphone using 
crutches, suggested that his near-death experience 
likely saved him from a worse fate. “It was probably 
the best day of my life because it put everything 
back into perspective,” he said, explaining how he 
renounced his former violence-filled life and forgave 
his would-be assassin, instead focusing on making 
himself a better person. 

“I realized that me hating him was not affecting 
him, it was affecting me,” said Garrett.

Today, the college-educated Garrett has a 
beautiful family and is the owner of Wisdom & 
Understanding, LLC, a company devoted to teaching 
adolescents about the causes of violence and the 
importance of character and education. He urged the 
MHS students to “turn up the love and respect” at 
their school.

“The only thing more powerful than hate is love,” 
he said. “You want to fix this world? You want to make 
this world a better place? You have to start within.”

Charles Williams, a former Chief of Police, speaks to Marlboro High School students about the healing effect 
that forgiving an alcoholic parent had on his life. His story was part of the Breaking the Cycle assembly, 
which was held on December 8.

Grieving mother Ann Marie D’Aliso speaks to 
Marlboro High School students about suicide 
prevention and recovery through forgiveness during 
a Breaking the Cycle assembly, held on December 8.

Hashim Garrett, a former gang member-
turned motivational speaker, shares his 
powerful story of forgiveness during 
a Breaking the Cycle assembly at 
Marlboro High School.


